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We then went to the Jam Factory to watch a demonstration 

of glass blowing.  We saw the artists make some bowls and 

cups and they talked to us about their work. It was REALLY 

hot in there! 

In M3 we are learning about  the history and uses of glass. We have been exploring how 

artists  are inspired by nature and use glass to create useful objects and artworks.  

On Friday the 7th March M3 and R12 went on an excursion to the Botanic Gardens to see the Chihuly 

Glass Sculpture exhibition. At the Gardens we did some drawing of the glass sculptures and designed our 

own critter that might be made of glass. 
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Regards,  Lynette Simons 

 

 
  Dear Parents, 

 

Our teachers have been exploring positive maths dispositions with their students. In the mathematics curriculum, 
dispositions are developed and strengthened over time through a range of learning opportunities. Positive 
dispositions enable learners to embrace struggle, see mistakes as a natural part of learning, investigate what 
they are curious about, draw on their knowledge and skills, as well as peers and resources, and develop a 
reflective approach.   
 
Fostering resilience, reflection, and resourcefulness in students can significantly enhance their mathematical 
journey. Resilient learners are able to persevere through difficulties, understanding that effort and practice lead to 

improvement. Reflective learners regularly assess their understanding and strategies, allowing them to learn from 
mistakes and adapt their approaches. Resourceful learners effectively utilise available tools and resources, such 
as technology and collaborative learning, to solve problems creatively. By integrating these qualities into 
mathematics education, we equip students with the skills necessary to navigate complex problems and thrive in 
an ever-changing world.  
 
Tips for parents to support students to develop a positive disposition to maths:     
 
 

REMEMBER, be positive about mathematics!  

 Let your child know that you think mathematics is important and fun.  

 Point out the ways in which different family members use mathematics in their 

jobs and at home and play.  

 Be positive about your own mathematics abilities. Try to avoid saying, “I was never good at mathematics” 

or “I never liked mathematics.”  

 Encourage your child to be persistent if a mathematical situation seems difficult to resolve.  

 Encourage your child when he or she makes an effort and share in the excitement when he or she solves a 

situation or understands something for the first time  
 
 

Supporting Mathematics at home: 

 Include your child in everyday activities that involve mathematics such as shopping, reading recipes and 

measuring ingredients when cooking and counting out plates and utensils when setting the table  

 Play games and do puzzles with your child that involve mathematics such as card and board games and 

jigsaw puzzles.  They may focus on counting and direction, logic and reasoning, sorting or estimating and 
patterning 

 
 

NAPLAN 
Over the last two weeks, our students in the mainstream Year 3 and 5 classes completed NAPLAN. NAPLAN is a 
yearly national test of Numeracy, Reading, Writing, Spelling and Language Conventions.  Results from the test are 
provided to families and the school later in the year. 
 
NAPLAN is just one aspect of a school’s assessment and reporting process. It does not replace ongoing 
assessments made by teachers about student performance, but it can provide teachers with more information 
about students’ educational progress.  
 
After just two of the tests we saw good examples of positive learning dispositions such as resilience and 
resourcefulness from the students as they completed the Writing and Reading tests.  Well done to the students. 
 

Regards,  Lynette Simons 
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Newborns and babies: play ideas to encourage 

development 

Just looking at your face and hearing your voice is 

play for your baby, especially if you’re smiling. 

You might like to try the following play ideas and 

activities with your little one: 

 Music, songs or bells develop hearing and 

movement. You could try gentle tapping on your 

baby’s tummy while you sing. 

 Peekaboo is great for your baby’s social and 

emotional development. 

 Gentle tickles or objects with different textures 

develop the sense of touch. You and your baby 

could experiment with things like feathers, mud, 

metal or foam. 

 Objects of different sizes, colours and shapes can 

encourage your child to reach and grasp. 

 Sturdy furniture, balls, toys or boxes can get your 

child crawling, standing and walking. 

 

Toddlers: play ideas to encourage development 

Here are some ideas your toddler might enjoy: 

 Large and light things like cardboard boxes, 

buckets or blow-up balls can encourage your child 

to run, build, push or drag. 

 Chalk, rope, music or containers can encourage 

jumping, kicking, stomping, stepping and running. 

 Hoops, boxes, large rocks or pillows are good for 

climbing on, balancing, twisting, swaying or rolling. 

 Dress-up games with scarves, hats and so on are 

good for imagination and creativity. 

 Hills, tunnels or nooks can encourage physical 

activities like crawling, climbing and exploring. 

 If you put on some favourite music while your 

toddler plays, they can also try out different 

sounds and rhythms. You might also like to 

sing, dance and clap along to music with your child. 

 

 

 

 

 

Pre-schoolers: play ideas to encourage 

development 

Here are some ideas to get your pre-schooler's mind 

and body going: 

 Old milk containers, wooden spoons, empty pot 

plant containers, sticks, scrunched-up paper, plastic 

buckets, saucepans and old clothes are great for 

imaginative, unstructured play. 

 Simple jigsaw puzzles and matching games like 

animal dominoes can improve your child’s memory 

and concentration. 

 Playdough and clay help your child develop fine 

motor skills. 

 Favourite music or pots and pans are great for 

dancing or making music.  Balls can encourage 

kicking, throwing or rolling. 

When you’re encouraging your child to kick or throw, 

see whether you can get them to use one side of 

their body and then the other. 

 

 

School-age children: play ideas to encourage 

development 

Your school-age child can have fun with the following 

objects and activities: 

 Furniture, linen, washing baskets, tents and boxes 

are great for building cubbyhouses. 

 Home-made obstacle courses can get your child 

moving in different ways, directions and speeds. 

 Games like ‘I spy’ are great for word play. They 

also develop literacy skills.  Simple 

cooking and food preparation activities are great 

for developing science, numeracy, literacy and 

everyday skills. 

https://raisingchildren.net.au/guides/activity-guides/making-and-building/playing-with-cardboard-boxes
https://raisingchildren.net.au/toddlers/play-learning/low-cost-play-ideas/dress-up-games
https://raisingchildren.net.au/guides/activity-guides/making-and-building/playdough-activities
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
https://raisingchildren.net.au/guides/activity-guides/movement/playing-with-balls-activity
https://raisingchildren.net.au/guides/activity-guides/making-and-building/cubbyhouse-activity
https://raisingchildren.net.au/preschoolers/play-learning/low-cost-play-ideas/i-spy-turn-taking-and-talking-activity-for-children-3-6-years
https://raisingchildren.net.au/teens/family-life/family-meals-cooking/cooking-with-kids-teens
https://raisingchildren.net.au/teens/family-life/family-meals-cooking/cooking-with-kids-teens
https://raisingchildren.net.au/guides/activity-guides/food-and-cooking/preparing-and-sharing-food-activity
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Dear Parents/Caregivers, 
 
STATEMENTS have now been emailed to all families and include 
the following:  
 

 An invoice for Materials and Services Charges for 2025, 
totalling $430. A rebate of $200 has been applied to your 
account as a Materials and Services Charge Rebate for 
2025. 

 

 The payable amount is your Closing Balance as of 11/03/2025, as stated on your 
statement. (Any amount outstanding from the previous year/s will be added to the 
total) 

 

 When making payment write your Family Billing ID which is written above the 
statement date in the description. 

 

 Bank details and our finance email address are provided in the statement. 
 
 

 
 
If you have applied for the School Card and have been notified by Centrelink of its approval, please do not 
pay. If you are waiting for approval, you can pay the total outstanding on your statement, and if your school 
card is approved in the future, you can claim your money back (we will refund you). 
 

 
If you wish to apply for the School Card, please click on the following link: 

SA.GOV.AU - School Card scheme 
 
 

An instalment payment option is available. The form can be found on the Audiri 
App: 

 Click on "Resources." 

 Click on "Forms." 

 Fill out the "Agreement to Pay by Instalments." 

 Submit the form. 

 
 
The Audiri App is our main method of communication to families. If you do not 

have the App, please visit the ETPS website. Click on "Parent Information," then "Audiri App," and follow the 
instructions to set it up on your phone.  
 
 
For any queries related to accounts, please contact us via email at: dl.0971.finance@schools.sa.edu.au 
 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Kavita Mer, Business Manager  
  

Please note the due date for the payment is 11/04/2025 

https://www.sa.gov.au/topics/education-and-learning/financial-help-scholarships-and-grants/school-card-scheme
https://www.sa.gov.au/topics/education-and-learning/financial-help-scholarships-and-grants/school-card-scheme
mailto:dl.0971.finance@schools.sa.edu.au
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On Wednesday the 5th March, two of our amazing athletes competed in the Torrens River Swimming Carnival, representing 

East Torrens PS, held at the Norwood Swimming Centre. 

Winston, from M6A, and Jasper, from C20, both competed in the 10-year male categories in three of their chosen 50m 

disciplines and also the open-100m freestyle. 
 

Jasper (pictured right) has been swimming for one year with the TTG Swimming 

Club and came third in both of the 50m freestyle and butterfly events and he won 

his 50m breaststroke competition.  Well done Jasper! 
 

Winston has been swimming for one year at the Immanuel Swimming Centre and 

came second in the open 100m freestyle event, against some children two years 

older than him, and he won all three of his age-specific 50m competitions in the 

freestyle, butterfly and backstroke disciplines.  Wow Winston!! 
 

Both boys will now have the chance to represent the Torrens River District at the 

State Metro Swimming Carnival, held in Week 10. 
 

Good luck boys. You have made yourselves, your families and the entire East 

Torrens PS community very proud.       
Good luck and have FUN! 
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In Week 7,  the East Torrens House Team Elections were held and it was fantastic to see so many senior students 

take the risk - to write a speech and deliver it in front of their peers and team mates.  Each team voted for their 

Year 6 captains, and then the remaining year 6s and 5s tried to win the vice-captain positions.  Well done to all 

who dared to dream. 

The Amber Team (right) elected Amir (M5) and Lily (C20) as 

their captains, with Koray (C20) and Maisy (C21) as their very 

capable vice-captains. 

The Reid Team (bottom right) voted for Ryan (C20) and 

Crystal (C21) as their captains, with Caleb (C21) and Martina 

(C21) as their strong vice-captains. 

The Heath Team (below) chose Chase (C20) and Ayesha (C21) 

as their captains, with Mia (C21) and Jasper (C20) as their very 

competent vice-captains. 

Congratulations to all of the successful candidates!  

Captains and Vice Captains  will now attempt to guide their 

teams to victory at our Week 11 Sports Day, and for the 2025 

House Cup. 
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Reception (M10)   
Virginia Wong 

Year 4 (M6) 
Shah Chowdhury 

Jordan Z 

Bara A 

Kaiman W 

 

Lorraine F 

Julie H 

Year 1 (M9)  
Erin Pedler 

Year 4/5 (M6A) 
Ravinder Kaur 

 Jason Z 

Year 1/2 (M8) 
Chamila Chandrasena 

Kathy Papas 

Year 5/6 (M5) 
Rachel Colquhoun 

Sarah Foureur 

Sethi V 

George Z 

Rena Y 

Odia A 

Yihan M 

  

Year 3 (M7) 
Patricia Fernandez 

 

  

Dear Families, 
 

A big welcome to all our new families and students. I 

look forward to getting to know you all throughout the 

year. 
 

Our Intensive English Language Classes are as 

follows…  
 

Virginia Wong       M10—Reception 

Erin Pedler       M9 - Year 1  

Chamila Chandrasena & 

Kathy Papas               M8  - Year 1/2  

Patricia Fernandez                  M7  - Year 3  

Shah Chowdhury       M6  - Year 4 

Ravinder Kaur        M6A  - Year 4/5  

Rachel Colquhoun & 

Sarah Foureur                                  M5  - Year 5/6  
 

Kind regards, 

 

Yiota Chronis 

IELP Senior Leader 

 

 

 

 

Dear families, 

It is wonderful to see enrolments and payments for 

Children’s University beginning to come in. If your 

children are interested in  joining and haven't done so 

yet, it isn't too late. The QR code  and payment details 

are below.  

A reminder that enrolments 

and payments are due by 

Friday March the 28th. 

(Week 9) Unfortunately no 

late enrolments will be 

taken after that date.   

 

 

 

 

 

Payments can be made directly to the school using the 

bank details below 

Account Name: East Torrens Primary School 

BSB: 105-110 

Account Number: 037237240 

Reference: CU- Child’s Name-Room Number 

Looking forward to another successful year working 

with students in the Children's University. 
 

Regards 

Melissa Ciufoli 

School Children's University Coordinator 
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East Torrens Playgroup Registration Of Interest  

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.office.com%2FPages%2FResponsePage.aspx%3Fid%3D6fS7c4gGRkmuqb0LtA7PB1CTmrPBwydFlq7r0foL1d5UNFNXVFYyRDdWUkw4NE1HWlBFNkhTN0JTMy4u&data=05%7C02%7CLidia.Quarisa446%40schools.sa.edu.au%7C965c40
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If your child is due to start school in Term 3 of 2025, please complete the 

online Registration of Interest immediately 
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If your child is due to start school in 2026, please complete the online 

Registration of Interest form to be added to our waiting list. 
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